
 

Hearing Loss Association of America is 
the largest non-profit for people with 
hearing loss in the world.  The Wake 
Chapter meets in Raleigh, NC.  Meetings 
are free and open to the public.  Come 
and learn how you can make the most of 
your hearing (or how you can help 
friends or family members).  

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Breakfast This Weekend:  Saturday morning, February 11th 

we will meet for breakfast at Perkins Restaurant in Apex at 

9:30. Please RSVP to Janet at jmcgettrick@nc.rr.com so she 

can give the restaurant a headcount on Thursday. 

 

HLA-Wake March Meeting:  Kim Calabretta will present 

the program on Captioned Phones, Web Captioning and Relay 

at our March meeting.  Time and place is still to be deter-

mined, but you’ll receive an email when details are known. 

People with hearing loss, their 
family, friends and hearing health 
care professionals are encour-
aged to participate Hearing Loss 
Association of Wake County.  
Make the most of your hearing. 

Our HLA-Wake newsletter now 
has extra pages.   
 
Don’t miss the 
“Hearing Loss 
Story” by member, 
Max Hartman, in 
this issue.  Just 
scroll down and 
enjoy. 
 
If you have a “Hearing Loss Story” 
you can share, please email it to  
steve.barber@earthlink.net and 
with your permission we may be 
able to include it in a future Wake 
Chapter Newsletter. 
 
Stories can be short “Bios” or can 
just be a short story about hearing 
loss.   

Hearing Loss Stories    

 Meeting Accessibility 

We have a Loop system for people 
with telecoils.  When State budgets 
permit, we will  also have a Com-
puter Assisted Note taker so every-
one can “hear”. 
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HLA Wake  Contacts 

Steve:   
steve.barber@earthlink.net 

 

Janet: 
jmcgettrick@nc.rr.com 

Or                919-469-0924 

Who Should Be Involved                  

Check out the HLA-NC web Site:  www.nchearingloss.org 

2012 NC-Walk4Hearing  

 Know These About? 

SAVE THE DATE! 

For our second North 

Carolina Walk4Hear-

ing on October 13, 

2012. The location 

will be lovely Tangle-

wood Park, just out-

side of Winston-

Salem, North Carolina. 
 

Several Wake members will be 

helping with sponsors, affili-

ates, teams, advertising etc.  If 

you can help, let us know. 
 

Sponsors are needed.  If you 

know of some organization or 

business that might consider 

being a Sponsor, please email 

the Sponsorship chair, Kathy 

Borzell at kborzell@gmail.com. 
 

Affiliates are needed.  If you 

know of some non-profit or 

church that would like to par-

ticipate, please email the Affili-

ate chair, Janet, at  

jmcgettrick@nc.rr.com.  Affiliate 
groups can share in the walk 
income if they agree to use their 
funds to benefit hearing loss 
causes. 
Walkers & Teams are needed. 
Start planning to form a team 
and walk.  Details coming soon. 

The 2012 HLAA National Convention is 

scheduled for 21-24 June in Providence 

Rhode Island.  Registration is open at 

www.hearingloss.org/content/convention 

Top-notch speakers 

from across the country 

will be on-hand to pre-

sent workshops which 

are divided into the 

following tracks:  

Advocacy 

Assistive & Other Technology 

Hearing Aids & Cochlear Implants 

Relationships and Communication 
 

The HLAA National Conference always 

has fantastic  programs, and  the vendor 

exhibit area is always my favorite place.   

 

And with a thousand or more people with 

hearing loss in a great convention hotel  

is a great a great chance to meet or make 

friends who understand. 

HLAA National Convention 

If these things don’t make sense,  
click on “Glossary” at  
www.nchearingloss.org  
 

DSDHH 

Telecoil 

Direct Audio Input (DAI) 

Silhouette 

BAHA 
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First Account After Surgery  (Posted 1 Dec, 2011) 
 

      My new Bionic ear was implanted on Nov 29 at the Univer-

sity Of North Carolina, and it appears everything went fine.   

 

      I think the only problem was that the Doc put his foot on 

my neck and jaw to hold me still while he was drilling and dig-

ging and also attached a pair of heavy duty vise grips to the ear 

lobe and had some fat person swinging from it!  That is the on-

ly two places that were really sore, especially the lobe which 

still is very tender, the area where he did the cutting and seam-

ing was/is pain free.  Today things are feeling much better.  It 

was kind of hard getting a good nights sleep the first night with 

the pain in the neck--no, not Lorraine---my neck. but had a 

good nap after coming home.   

  

      I had a few interesting sounds in my new ear last night and today.  First it sounded like someone 

sending Morse code in the background for a while plus a train blew its whistle off in the distance a 

couple of times, and then for a few hours later yesterday I was hearing some water dripping/running/

flushing sound which has now went away--guess my head finally got filled up or maybe emptied - 

not sure which.  I had expected some noises from what I had read on the web forums so it was no 

surprise, but mine were not nearly as bad as some folks have experienced, and all seems quiet for 

now.  Those noises happen when they stick the wire down into the cochlear and stir up the juice.   I 

was glad that I had almost no dizziness (at least no more than my normal dizzy self).  Lots of folks 

have that after the implant for a few days.  So generally things are good!  They told me no grey mat-

ter fell out on the floor during the operation which I was glad to hear - had none too spare any-

way. They did have a roll of matching grey Duct tape there just in case they needed to plug any 

holes.  I will go to get "turned on" by a very cute audiologist on Dec 12, that is where they connect 

the 'puter to my new electric ear, and then we will see what everything sounds like and if I can really 

hear again.   The folks at UNC were great and very helpful, nice place to spend some vacation time 

but the room rates are somewhat high compared to Motel 6.      If this does not make any sense, 

my excuse is I am on some serious pain medicine now! 

 

     Best regards,   Max 

 

         On the Next Page:  Hooked-up and Hearing Again   

This month’s  “Hearing Loss Story” is from Max Hartman.   Before Max retired a few years ago, back 

when we were still SHHH, he was a regular member of Wake Chapter.   Then Max and his wife bought an 

RV and spent several years enjoying retirement before returning to North Carolina.  We’re delighted to 

have them both back in the chapter now, and to share his story of his recent Cochlear Implant.  When he 

sent his first update after the surgery to a few of us I asked if he’d be willing to share it in our newsletter.  I 

also asked for an update once he was hooked up, so here’s his first hand account for your enjoyment.  

 

If you have a “Hearing Loss Story” you can share, please email it to steve.barber@earthlink.net and 

with your permission we may be able to include it in a future Wake Chapter Newsletter. 

The Recovering Max Hartman 
 



 

Hooked-up and Hearing Again  (Posted 15 Dec, 2011) 
 

    As Paul Harvey would say “Hear (pun intended) is the rest of the story”.   On Monday Dec 

12 my initial stimulation (turn on) of my cochlear implant took place.  I did not know that they 

are delivered with a built-in swarm of hornets!  Those darn hornets seem to quiet down when 

there is no noise around but the slightest noise stirs them up and they go buzzing all around my 

ear drum, they must be on steroids as 

they make a very high frequency racket.  

I bought a spray can of wasp and hornet 

killer and when one of them escapes I 

get him.  I think that has made the noise 

a little less each day but their wings 

flapping still drowns out most of any-

one’s voice.  The world is a very noisy 

place, I find I hear things that I don’t think I ever heard even 

when I was a kid many moons ago and had decent hearing.  

Dishes clanging, keys rattling, paper crumpling, folks walking, 

me chewing and lots of unidentified stuff, the bathroom is a sur-

prising area.  Some of the things sound like I would expect but most come with a high pitch 

oscillating sound that is no fun.  These are really no big surprises as I have read that lots of 

folks experience this and with time and new adjustments it continues to get better (I hope!!!).  I 

go back on the 22nd for a tune up.  If everything is quiet and I play word selection games I do 

get most words but still need much improvement.  With a noise in the background it all goes 

bad.  

  

    I have been called a sore head before but now I am really a true one.  It is very tender around 

the seam were the Dr. sewed me up behind the ear and the ear itself is somewhat numb but is 

getting better with time.   The added weight of the device, along with my glasses in that area, is 

not the best combination as of now.  Maybe a helium balloon tied to the CI might be a good 

thing.  I have been doing some practice with word games and listening exercises and will con-

tinue to pursue those in the days to come.  At this point in time I know it is way too early be 

discouraged or negative so we will see what happens down the road.  As Uncle Walter 

Cronkite used to say “That’s the way it is”! 
 

    Best regards,   Max 
 

 

   On the Next Page:  First Tune-Up  

Continuing Max Hartman’s Cochlear Implant Story 

 

If you have a “Hearing Loss Story” you can share, please email it to steve.barber@earthlink.net and 

with your permission we may be able to include it in a future Wake Chapter Newsletter. 

The Real Max Hartman 

 

  



 

First Tune-Up (Posted 27 Dec, 2011) 
 

    I had a re-tuning appointment after 16 days of lots of unusual noises and not much speech 

understanding.  After the tune-up things are somewhat better.  I now understand many words, 

though some folks are much clearer than others.  I have a problem understanding my wife. 

Maybe it is because for 53 years I have been “not listen-

ing” (according to her), when she talks 

to me.  All the voices are still very 

Mickey Mouse-like and any back-

ground noise really wipes out my un-

derstanding in conversations.  I have 

been doing lots of practice using exer-

cises on the computer, and that is show-

ing considerable improvement.  Being 

an impatient person, it is not happening as fast as I would like, 

but most things don’t!  I am scheduled to go back for my 1000 

word tune-up on Jan. 12th and hope by then I will have seen a lot 

more improvement in knowing what folks say to me (that in itself 

may be a big surprise).   

 

    Best regards,   Max 

 

February Update (Posted 4 Feb, 2012) 
 

    Things are getting somewhat better with time.  I do pretty well with 'one on one'  

conversation but still have a real problem with a group or if there is any background noise in 

the area.  It seems that there is difficulty in understanding someone who is across the room,  

The nearer they are, the better I do.  Some folks sound like a Alvin the chipmunk and there 

seems to be an echo much of the time. The audiologist seemed to think I was doing well for 

the time I have had the CI when we met the last time as my scores in the testing had improved 

considerably.  I go back for the next tune-up on Feb. 10th.  Hopefully after that, we will find 

better hearing in general.  I am hearing birds sing, crickets chirp, and lots of other noises that 

have not been heard in years.  Music is coming along OK.  It still sound a little mushy but 

with using headphones for music, TV and telephone it has come a long way.  I had hoped to 

see faster progress, but I have always had that problem with life and other things--just always 

in too much of a hurry.  

  

    Best regards,   Max 
  

Continuing Max Hartman’s Cochlear Implant Story 

 

If you have a “Hearing Loss Story” you can share, please email it to steve.barber@earthlink.net and 

with your permission we may be able to include it in a future Wake Chapter Newsletter. 

The Real Max Hartman 

 

  


